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PILP staff was forced to continue meeting virtually due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
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Onward

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

 

The year 2021 continued to be a challenge for those who are incarcerated

and detained. Significantly, it also marked the Pennsylvania Institutional

Law Project’s 40th year.   

  

As the COVID-19 pandemic continued into its second year, PILP remained

concerned about adequate protections against the COVID-19 virus. As the

pandemic stretches on, prison restrictions continue to detrimentally affect

PILP’s clients, including access to necessary services.

  

As a prime example, PILP’s class action against the Philadelphia

Department of Prisons continued to combat severe lockdowns that confine

people to a small cell for hours on end, delays in access to medical and

mental health care, lack of due process before disciplinary punishment is

imposed, barriers to being brought to court and meeting with lawyers, and

the increase in violence and deaths in the jail system.     

 

PILP also continued to advocate and sue on behalf of incarcerated people

and their constitutional and civil rights, whether they were assaulted,

sexually abused, or subjected to the lack of medical or mental health care,

punitive solitary confinement conditions, or denied religious

accommodations. For example, PILP represented a woman denied routine

chronic care for diabetes resulting in long-term harm to her health, a non-

binary individual seeking adequate medical care and accommodations, and

an individual held in long-term segregation conditions. 
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Onward (Cont.)

With the support of new grants, PILP implemented a project seeking to

increase access to medication for opioid use disorder, and another project in

providing legal advocacy and representation for women and LGBTQ+ people

who are incarcerated in the Northeast zone of Pennsylvania. 

 

PILP organized its first large event, titled PILP 40: Celebrating 40 years of

the Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project. The virtual evening featured

MacArthur grant awardee Dwayne Betts, and was hosted by Emmy award-

winning journalist Erin Coleman. Clients and staff also gave pre-recorded

comments about PILP’s work and its impact, which can be viewed on PILP’s

website at pailp.org/pilp-40. We were delighted that so many people could

join and support us. 

 

We thank you for your continued support in fighting against the inhumane

conditions and abuses that are rampant in prisons, jails, and immigration

detention centers, and ensuring that people behind bars are afforded their

constitutional rights and civil rights. 

  

Sincerely, 

SU MING YEH

Execu t i ve  D i rec to r ,  Pennsy lvan ia  Ins t i tu t iona l  Law Pro jec t
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On October 26, 2021, current and former PILP staff, PILP board members,


supporters, former clients, a television host, and a MacArthur Genuis Grant recipient


came together to celebrate and reflect on 40 years of the organization's invaluable


work. PILP40 was an hour-long virtual event hosted by NBCPhiladelphia's Erin


Coleman and featured a keynote address by formerly incarcerated celebrated poet


Reginald Dwayne Betts.

PILP40, which also featured videos of staff and clients, served as a fundraising


opportunity which brought in more than $25,000 to the organization. A first for the

organization, the virtual fundraiser event was extremely well received by all who


attended. For those of us who value and support PILP's mission, it was truly a night


to remember. You can watch the video segment at pailp.org/pilp-40

BY BEN BOWENS

Communicat ions  Manager ,  Pennsy lvania  Ins t i tu t ional  Law Projec t

PILP40
Celebrating 40 years of the
Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project

A NIGHT TO
REMEMBER

Erin Coleman, Anchor/Reporter for

NBCPhiladelphia served as host for

the virtual event.

PILP Board President Michael

Carroll made a spirited plea for

support of PILP's work.

Reginald Dwayne Betts delivered a

moving keynote address.
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Punishing


Hair

When Eric S. McGill, Jr., sued officials of the Lebanon County


Correctional Facility, he had been in solitary confinement for


more than nine months solely because he refused to cut off


his dreadlocks. Without the assistance of an attorney, from


the inside of his small jail cell, Mr. McGill filed a federal


lawsuit—because he knew it was wrong for the jail to be


torturing him for his Rastafarian religious beliefs and treating


him differently from white incarcerated people with long hair.

While the jail permitted long straight hair, it prohibited


natural Black hairstyles, including dreadlocks, braids, and


cornrows. 

A few months later, in February 2020, PILP began


representing Mr. McGill, filed an amended complaint, and


asked the Court to order Lebanon County to release him from


solitary confinement. PILP’s amended complaint asserted that


the county was violating Mr. McGill’s right to freely exercise


his religion and his right, as a pretrial detainee, to be free


from arbitrary, irrational jail regulations. Meanwhile, two


other Black men, Leonttayy Amir Pratt and Lamont Chambers,


both also Rastafarian, had contacted PILP because they too


were being held in solitary confinement for refusing to cut off


their dreadlocks. Like Mr. McGill, Mr. Pratt had the courage


and ingenuity to file a lawsuit, without an attorney, from


inside a solitary confinement cell. PILP then began


representing Mr. Pratt and Mr. Chambers and filed an


amended complaint with the same claims as in Mr. McGill’s


case, plus an additional claim that the county’s actions


violated the men’s right to equal protection by discriminating


them based on their race. 
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As a result of PILP’s advocacy—both in its court filings and in


the media—the United States Department of Justice filed a


“statement of interest” in support of Mr. McGill’s religious


liberty claim. Shortly after, in April 2020, Lebanon County


added a religious exemption to its hair policy and released


all three men from solitary confinement. PILP continued to


litigate their cases, however, to ensure that they received


compensation and to ensure Lebanon County would not


subject anyone else to the same treatment. In October 2021,


the county entered into a settlement agreement, agreeing to


pay a total of $147,500 to Mr. McGill, Mr. Pratt, and Mr.


Chambers and agreeing to completely eliminate its ban on

dreadlocks, braids, and cornrows. PILP is proud to have


worked with these brave clients to achieve this important


victory. 

BY MATTHEW FELDMAN

Superv i s ing  A t to rney ,  

Pennsy lvan ia  Ins t i tu t iona l  Law Pro jec t
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MOUD/MAT
1.

DIABETES
2.

COVID-19
3.

"PILP reached out to me and got involved
with my situation. Thank god for that because

I was going through withdrawal from
methadone and felt like I was

going to die."

*lack
 of*

Medical Care 
 Behind Bars

"With this covid-19 pandemic
we are basically sitting

ducks in here"

"Some of our clients diabetes symptoms had
gotten so bad that they were at risk of 

blindness, losing limbs or even death."

As overdose deaths soar in
Pennsylvania and nationally, the Vital
Strategies Overdose Prevention
Program and the Pennsylvania
Institutional Law Project partnered to
address the opioid epidemic in jails and
prisons.

Of the more than 2 million people
incarcerated in jails and prisons in the
United States, nearly 80,000 have type
1 or type 2 diabetes. In 2021, PILP has
taken action on behalf of several clients
struggling with adequate diabetic care
behind bars. 

With the onset of the Delta and Omicron

variants, incarcerated people continued

to be seriously impacted by COVID-19 in

2021. 
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MOUD/MAT in JAIL
The MOUD/MAT project is an ongoing initiative that aims to help people incarcerated


across Pennsylvania gain access to medications such as methadone, buprenorphine, and


extended-release naltrexone for opioid use disorder. Legal support and assistance are


provided through legal advocacy, providing legal advice, informing people of their legal


rights to medication for opioid use disorder (MOUD) or Medication-Assisted Treatment


(MAT) in jails and prisons, and through litigation. The project has assisted more than sixty


individuals from ages 71 to 25 to exercise their rights to obtain medication. 

When Ms. R., who had a methadone prescription on the day of incarceration, June 7,


2021, was denied the medication at the jail, she was "forced to withdraw" or detox. For


weeks, she suffered excruciating pain, nausea, vomiting, insomnia, lack of concentration,


and fatigue. PILP got involved by educating Ms. R. on her legal rights and providing


advocacy. Thankfully, on January 27, 2022, Ms. R. received her first dose of Suboxone, a


medication for opioid use disorder (MOUD), the first MOUD medication she had since


June.  

  

On August 9, 2021, Shaun Strickland was incarcerated at George W. Hill Correctional


Facility in Delaware County, where he was denied the methadone he had been taking for


the past eleven years for opioid use disorder. The denial of methadone forced Mr.


Strickland to withdraw, causing him to experience both acute and lingering withdraw


symptoms due to the severity of his disease.  PILP got involved, provided education,


advocacy and filed the lawsuit, Strickland v. Delaware County et al., Civil No. 21-4141,


(E.D. Pa., September 17, 2021). 

   

This project launched an advocacy network of individuals committed to supporting access


to MOUD medications in jails and prisons. In addition to legal support, this project also


studies the current treatment in county jails, identifying possible civil rights violations and


gaps in treatment. It aims to shed light on the disproportionate impact of the opioid-


involved overdose crisis on communities of color in Pennsylvania, where the highest arrest


and conviction rates occur. 

BY ADRIENNE ABNER

At to rney ,  Pennsy lvan ia  Ins t i tu t iona l  Law Pro jec t
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DIABETES

Around 12% of Pennsylvanians live with diabetes. Incarcerated people with


diabetes have little power over things like diet and exercise that are crucial to


keeping diabetes under control. Unfortunately, this situation is aggravated by


prisons failing to ensure the robust testing and monitoring regimens


recommended by the American Diabetes Association. Few incarcerated people


have access to important technologies, such as continuous glucose monitors and


insulin pumps, putting them at a great disadvantage in treating their condition.


Denying an incarcerated person proper diabetic care can transform a treatable,


livable condition into a dangerous, multifaceted illness that can damage major


organs and become permanently debilitating or even deadly.  

 

In 2021, PILP and the Lewisburg Prison Project, thanks in part to the IOLTA Zone


Grant, advocated on behalf of numerous incarcerated individuals denied access


to fundamental care necessary to manage diabetes. PILP created and sent a


questionnaire focused on diabetes care to dozens of people incarcerated at


SCI Muncy and prisons across the Commonwealth. PILP then sent advocacy


letters to the DOC on behalf of multiple women with diabetes. One woman,


Lucinda Andrews, had received such poor care for her untreated diabetic


neuropathy with painful ulcers that she lived in daily fear of amputation. After


PILP’s letter, she began receiving marked improvement in her medical care.  

 

PILP litigated three cases in federal court on behalf of incarcerated people with


diabetes in 2021. In Williams v. Smith, a woman formerly incarcerated at SCI


Muncy had such uncontrolled diabetes that it caused permanent injury requiring


a home health aide after her release. An expert report from the former president


of the American Diabetes Association, Dr. Philipson, noted several systemic


deficiencies in the DOC’s chronic care, causing deficient diabetes management


for Ms. Williams.  
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DIABETES (cont)

PILP also continued to litigate Chmiel v. PA Dep’t of Corrections, where PILP’s


client suffered severe diabetic retinopathy that has resulted in near blindness


after a decade of inadequate care in DOC custody. 

 

These issues are not limited to the Pennsylvania state prisons. In 2021, PILP filed


Kavanaugh v. United States, on behalf of a man incarcerated in the federal


Bureau of Prisons (BOP) with Type I diabetes. The BOP misidentified him as a


Type II diabetic, and while at USP Lewisburg, routinely denied him access to


insulin despite his worsening condition. BOP staff ultimately prescribed Mr.


Kavanaugh with a medication contraindicated for individuals with Type I


diabetes, resulting in his near-death from Diabetic Ketoacidosis (“DKA”) with


acute renal failure.  

 

Individuals with diabetes are far from the only ones to suffer at the hands of a


carceral healthcare system, where medical care is often provided by for-profit


medical subcontractors. Prison healthcare is particularly abysmal for all


individuals with pre-existing conditions that require chronic care. PILP will


continue to fight for systemic change to ensure that all incarcerated individuals


receive necessary medical care. 

BY ALEXANDRA MORGAN-KURTZ

Manag ing  A t to rney ,  Pennsy lvan ia  Ins t i tu t iona l  Law Pro jec t
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COVID-19 in Jail & Prisons
Incarcerated people continued to be significantly impacted by COVID-19 in 2021. People


in jails and prisons across Pennsylvania experienced restrictions on their time out of their


cells, programming, visitation with loved ones, and access to necessary supplies to


prevent the spread of the virus. As COVID-19 variants and surges caused people on the


outside to return to social distancing and precautionary measures, incarcerated people


were often left facing severe lockdowns, and challenges in receiving timely and


necessary medical care. 

When the COVID-19 vaccines were first released, PILP advocated for incarcerated


people and prison staff to have access to COVID-19 vaccines. While a number of jails


and prisons offered vaccines, incarcerated people were largely dependent on jail and


prison officials to provide information about the novel vaccines and their safety. As a


result, many people were afraid to accept the vaccine, given the widespread experience


of receiving poor medical care in prison, mistrust of staff, and the country’s extensive


history of racist medical experimentation. To help combat this hesitancy, PILP provided


vaccine information and encouragement to thousands of incarcerated people over the


course of 2021. 

In Philadelphia’s jails, PILP continued to litigate the class action lawsuit, Remick v. City of


Philadelphia, with co-counsel Kairys, Rudovsky, Messing, Feinberg & Lin, Abolitionist Law


Center, and Dechert LLP. COVID-19 and other issues precipitated massive staff


shortages in Philadelphia’s jails, exacerbating grave problems including solitary-like

isolation, delayed medical care, limited programming, inadequate hygiene and cleaning


supplies, and the lack of due process before being placed in disciplinary segregation.


Pervasive quarantines prevented many pretrial detainees from getting to court and


speaking with their attorneys. Through the Remick case, PILP and its co-counsel secured


several court orders aimed at improving these conditions. After failing to comply with a


court order requiring out-of-cell time, the City paid $125,000 on two separate occasions

to Philadelphia’s bail funds in landmark settlement agreements. The Remick lawsuit is still


ongoing and PILP continues to advocate for better conditions in the Philadelphia jails


and an appropriate response to the persistent dangers of COVID-19.

BY GRACE HARRIS

Lega l  Fe l low ,  Pennsy lvan ia  Ins t i tu t iona l  Law Pro jec t
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THANK YOU 2021 SUPPORTERS
Many thanks to the following funders, donors, and supporters in 

FY 2020-2021 (July 1, 2020 – December 31, 2021) 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Independence Foundation

IOLTA

Margaret G. Jacobs Charitable Trust

Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network

Philadelphia Bar Foundation

Philadelphia Foundation

Vital Strategies

COMPANIES, LAW FIRMS, ORGANIZATIONS, AND MATCHING GRANTS

Agilent Technologies Foundation

Alta Management, LLC

Apple

Bridgehaven-Project Impact

CADCOM

Camphill School

CBRE

Chatham Financial Foundation

Gartner

Goldman Sachs & Co.

Interact Inc.

Kairys, Rudovsky, Messing, Feinberg & Lin

Law Office of Deborah M. Golden

Marsh & McLennan Companies

Penn Friars

SAP SE

Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP

Villanova Faith and Life Community




We deeply appreciate every single donation that makes our work possible. 
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THANK YOU 2021 SUPPORTERS
Your support of PILP has been overwhelming. We couldn't do our

important work without your continued support!

Adrienne Abner
Castell Abner, Jr.
Kathy Eisenberg and S. Blake Adams
Anita and Michael Alberts
Marta Almli
Chachi Amelin
Bennie Anderson
Magda Andrews-Hoke
Steven Ashby
William and Christine Babcock
Suzannah Bailey
John Barbieri
Megan Barbour
Lis Bass
Rick Beaton
John Beckman
Dean Beer
Esther Bernard
Reginald Betts
Hillary Blecker
Marissa Bluestine
Benjamin Bowens
Bradley Bridge
Stuart Brier
John Brinkmann
Caitlin Brown
Lynne Brown Charitable Fund
Stephen Brown
Lisa Brown-Linode
Cathy Bueker
Jane Busillo
D. Toni Byrd
Fred Rene and Candace Cain
Jeanine Campbell
Michael Caney, Jr. 
Michael Carroll
Stephen Chang
Len Reiser and Fernando Chang-Muy
Stefanie Christmas
Patrick Cicero
Coleman-O’Connor Family Fund
Katherine Constantine
Denise Crossley
Maxence Crossley
Caitlin Danis
Bill DeWeese
Brian Dombroski
Faith Donaher
Bert Dorazio
Marcos Duque
Noah Eastman
Elizabeth Eber

DONORS

JoAnne Epps
Ellen and Donald Feldman
Matthew Feldman
Nan Feyler
Eric Fitzsimmons
Arianna Freeman
Carol Fritz
Anne Furstenberg
Ellen Furstenberg
Francois Furstenberg
Hannah Furstenberg-Beckman
Nora Furstenberg-Carroll
Alison Gerig
Lindsey Gilbert
Dina Schlossberg and Mark Gittelman
Shannon Glavin
Richard and Wendy Glazer
Heather Gluck
Frederick Goldsmith
Ann Gordon
James Graham
Jane Haseman
Anne Homans
Tom Innes
Ryan Jackson
Mary and Mike Jones-Kroh
Michelle Joy
Melissa Kim
Gregory Knowles
Joanna Kohlbus
Jerilyn Kucharski
Charles Langman
Laurie Jubelirer Langman
Rue Landau
Tsiwen Law
Kelley Lawrence
Brenda Lazin
Tom Lee
Christine and Steve Levin
James Lieber
Sho Littlefield
Susan Lucas
Sara Lynch
Jack Malinowski
Lynn Marks
Elizabeth Marx
Stormie Mauck
T. Sydney Mikus
Janet Mostowy 
Leah Munoz
Yajeh Ndimbie
Raymond Oliver

Jessica Osler
William Palmer
Farrah Parkes
Rhonda Pegg
Carol and Peter Petraitis
Rourke Phalon
Lyne Pitts
Kimberly Polaski
Paul George and Candace Potter
Leonard Pritchett
Christine Pukropski
Lawrence W. Lindsay and Carla M. Puppin
David Richman 
Lauren Robbins
Mary Catherine Roper
Sara Rose
Hannah Ross
David Rudovsky
Will Sachse
William Sanders
Susan Sherman
Claire & Seth Shubik-Richards
Lauren Silo
Sam Silver
Rev. Dr. Michelle Simmons
Zachary Smith
Dahlia Snaiderman
Madison Stroever
Kathy Stroker
Joseph Sullivan
Shauna Swartz
Liz Swavola
Evan Sykes
Amy and Robert Tait
Catherine Carr and Louis Tannen
Laurel Taylor
Richard Ting
Joseph Traub
Johanna van den Berg
John Vercher
Eric Von Hofen
Catherine Welsh
Marc Werner
Keith Whitson
Gerald Williams
Natalie Willis
Josephine and Terence Yeh
Su Ming Yeh
Suzanne Young
Gloria Yu
Nancie Zane
Anonymous

14



THANK YOU 2021 SUPPORTERS
Your support of PILP has been overwhelming. We couldn't do our

important work without your continued support!

In honor of Black Lives Matter

Patrick Lobo

In honor of incarcerated people everywhere

Julianna Brown

In honor of Julianna Brown’s commitment to the


mission

Scott Brown

In honor of Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity

Araj Ahmed

In honor of Angus Love

Scott Burris

Eric Corson

Ann Schwartzman

In honor of Angus Love and Su Ming Yeh

Joseph Cohn

In honor of Chester Hollman, III

Lauren Zingraff

In honor of Claire Saint-Amour

Renee Saint-Amour

In honor of Damir Williams

Martha Williams

In memory of Ed Green

Gayle Green

In memory of James Terry Roach

J. Michael Farrell

In honor of Jen Murray and Joe Langdon
Ann Augustus 

In honor of Katie Lam
Kevin Lam

In honor of Matthew Feldman
Ellen Feldman
Joanna Visser Adjoian

In honor of Michael Carroll
Frank Furstenberg
Frances Kunreuther
Lawrence Lindsay 

In honor of Mira Nathanson
Golda Kaplan

In memory of Peter Solomon
Ann Tydeman-Solomon

In memory of Richard Ricks
Sarah Ricks

In honor of Su Ming Yeh
Lynne Brown
Rosallind Dutton
Jessica Hilburn-Holmes
Erme Maula
Louis Rulli
Linda and Charles Tu

In honor of Waltraud Striepen
Andrea Striepen

In honor of William Babcock
Howard Scher

GIFTS IN HONOR OR MEMORY OF
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THANK YOU 2021 SUPPORTERS
Your support of PILP has been overwhelming. We couldn't do our

important work without your continued support!

MONTHLY DONORS 

John Barbieri

Caitlin Brown

Joseph Cohn

Noah Eastman

Elizabeth Eber

Eric Fitzsimmons

Francois Furstenberg

Patrick Geckle

Shannon Glavin

Heather Gluck 

Jerilyn Kucharski

Erme Maula

Rourke Phalon

Kimberly Polaski

Curt Sawyer

Zachary Smith

Johanna van den Berg

John Vercher

Joanna Visser Adjoian

Eric Von Hofen
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https://donorbox.org/org_admin/supporters/2690662
https://donorbox.org/org_admin/supporters/2793888
https://donorbox.org/org_admin/supporters/5513368
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PHILADELPHIA: EASTERN REGION OFFICE & GENERAL ISSUES FOR ENTIRE STATE

Su Ming Yeh, Esq. – Executive Director
Matthew Feldman, Esq. – Supervising Attorney
Michael T. Bailey, Esq. – Intake Attorney
Grace Harris, Esq. – Legal Fellow
Sarah Bleiberg, Esq. – Independence Fellow
Adrienne Abner, Esq. – MOUD/MAT Attorney
Jennifer Tobin, Esq. – Consulting Attorney
Ben Bowens – Communications Manager
Calysta Xenakes – Legal Assistant
Chester Hollman III – Legal Assistant
Sharline Rojo Reyes - Paralegal

LEWISBURG PRISON PROJECT: CENTRAL REGION OFFICE & FEDERAL PRISON ISSUES

Susannah Rogers, Esq. – Staff Attorney
Sierra Shamer – Office Administrator and Paralegal
Stina Stannik – Paralegal
Terrell Mosley – Legal Assistant / Community Outreach Coordinator

PITTSBURGH: WESTERN REGION OFFICE

Alexandra Morgan-Kurtz, Esq. – Managing Attorney
Richardo Brown-Whitt, Esq. – MLK Fellow
Julianna Brown – Paralegal
Lindsay Harner – Legal Assistant

Staff

Board of Directors

OFFICERS

Michael Carroll – President
Mary Walsh – Vice President
Rick Beaton – Treasurer
Stephen D. Brown – Secretary

MEMBERS

William Babcock
D. Toni Byrd
Eric Corson
Wayne Jacobs
David Rudovsky
Sam Silver

17



Salaries
$701,580

Consultants & Contractors
$323,138

Fringe benefits
$190,458

Other
$78,138

Space costs
$76,911

Consumable supplies
$66,553

TOTAL EXPENSES

$1,447,416

Contracts & grants
$925,998

Court awards
$558,089

Net Assets
$172,877

Contributions
$49,645

Interest income
$390

Contracts and grants 
Contributions
Court awards
Interest income
Net assets released from restrictions

$ 925,998
49,645

558,089
390

172,877

2021 Financial Statement

Salaries
Fringe benefits 
Consultants and contractors 
Travel
Space costs
Consumable supplies 
Furniture and equipment 
Other

$701,580
190,458
323,138

2,788
76,911
66,553

7,850
78,138

TOTAL REVENUE

$1,706,999
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Donate online at pailp.org/donate, or text 'PILP' to 801801 to

donate.

Please consider a monthly donation! No matter how large or

small, monthly donations have an incredible impact on providing

sustained legal assistance to people behind bars. They help cover

court legal fees, prison advocacy, and mailing resources to over

14,000 incarcerated people throughout the year.

If you prefer to donate by check or money order, please mail to:

Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project
718 Arch Street, Suite 304 South

Philadelphia, PA 19106

TAKE ACTION

19



@pa_ilp

PAInstitutionalLawProject

EASTERN OFFICE AND GENERAL ISSUES FOR ENTIRE STATE

Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project
The Cast Iron Building

718 Arch Street, Suite 304 South
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Phone: 215.925.2966

Fax: 215.925.5337



CENTRAL REGION OFFICE & FEDERAL PRISON ISSUES

Lewisburg Prison Project
P.O. Box 128

Lewisburg, PA 17837
Phone: 570.523.1104

Fax: 570.523.3944
lewisburgprisonproject.org



WESTERN OFFICE

Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project
247 Fort Pitt Blvd, 4th Floor

Pittsburgh, Pa 15222
Phone: 412.434.6004

Fax: 412.200.7279





WWW.PAILP.ORG




tel:12159252966
tel:15705231104
http://lewisburgprisonproject.org/
tel:14124346004

